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How many times can a phoenix rise? The creature of which I tell emerged from 
ZDYHV�QRWࡽ�DPHV�� UHVXPLQJ� LWV� VKDSH�RQO\� WR� IDFH�DQRWKHU��SHUKDSVࡼ�QDO� WKUHDW�RI�
destruction. […] You will have guessed that beneath this word-play lurks the Punic 
Warship and ‘Phoenix’ alludes not only to its resurrections, but to its lineage as well. 
(Honor Frost, Phoenix ms, p. 1)

These are the words with which Honor Frost begins her account of the Punic Ship Project 
in an unpublished book manuscript that we discovered in 2013 among her archive 
papers, then temporarily stored in London. To the community of archaeologists and 
ancient historians, the Punic Ship Project is familiar as a mid-3rd-century-BC longship 
IRXQG� LQ������Rಀ� WKH�ZHVWHUQ�FRDVW�RI�6LFLO\�QHDU�0DUVDOD��E\�D� WHDP� OHG�E\�)URVW��D�
wreck that was fully excavated, conserved and made ready for museum display by 
)URVW�GXULQJ�WKH�����V�DQG�HDUO\�����V��)URVW��������)URVW�HWܰDO� 1981). As illustrated so 
beautifully in Pietro Alagna’s paper included in this volume, the success of the project 
could not have been accomplished without an array of serendipitous encounters and 
dovetailing coincidences, of people and places. And, as Rossella Giglio recounts in her 
paper (see Giglio, this volume), the vessel’s surviving remains can be visited today in a 
QHZO\�UHYDPSHG�H[KLELWLRQ�DW�WKH�0XVHR�$UFKHRORJLFR�5HJLRQDOH�/LOLEHR�%DJOLR�$QVHOPL��
WKH�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�PXVHXP�RI�DQFLHQW�/LO\EDHXP��PRGHUQ�0DUVDOD���1HYHUWKHOHVV��WKH�
story of this ancient vessel and its recovery, and the people involved in its care and 
preservation to the present day, is decades-long and complex.
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1RZ��MXVW�RYHU���ܳ\HDUV�VLQFH�)URVW�FRPSOHWHG�WKHࡼ�QDO�H[FDYDWLRQ�UHSRUW�LQ�������ZH�
see that the phoenix-boat rises yet again in the form of a popular book that she began 
writing entitled The Second Life of a Phoenix. Portrait of a Punic Ship Resurrected in a 
Sicilian Town (hereafter: Phoenix).

To come across a manuscript of Frost’s, one that was apparently kept closely under 
wraps for many years, is an important event for scholarship and for researchers 
interested in the history of archaeology. As we also hope to show, it is particularly 
valuable as a source of insight about Frost, her community of friends and colleagues, 
DQG�WKH�UHVSHFW�DQG�DಀHFWLRQ�WKDW�VKH�LQVSLUHG�DPRQJ�WKH�SHRSOH�ZKR�NQHZ�DQG�ZRUNHG�
with her most closely in western Sicily.

In this paper we present preliminary research, conducted under the auspices of the 
+RQRU�)URVW�)RXQGDWLRQ��RQ�)URVWȆV�XQSXEOLVKHG�DQG�XQࡼQLVKHG�PDQXVFULSW�DERXW�WKH�
3XQLF�6KLS�3URMHFW�DQG�LWV�HQYLURQV��:H�RಀHU�D�VQDSVKRW�RI�WKH�PDQXVFULSWȆV�FRQWHQWV��
and an outline of how we would like to place the story in its historical and cultural 
context. And we share some discoveries from our related oral history research, which 
KDV�WDNHQ�XV�IURP�0DUVDOD�WR�/RQGRQ�DQG�EH\RQG��UHDFKLQJ�RXW�WR�SURMHFW�SDUWLFLSDQWV�
in order to collect their particular and unique perspectives on the experience and its 
meanings over time. The challenge now is to untangle the history of the manuscript and 
to determine how this previously unknown work of Frost’s would best be valorized and 
showcased, as she herself would have wanted.

The rediscovery of the Phoenix manuscript
(OHQD�)ODYLD� DQG� ,� IRXQG� WKH�PDQXVFULSW� LQ�0DUFK������ZKLOH� RQ�D�TXLFN� VWRSRYHU�
LQ�/RQGRQ�IROORZLQJ�D�UHVHDUFK�WULS�WR�0DUVDOD��DV�SDUW�RI�RXUࡼ�UVW�KLVWRULRJUDSKLFDO�
SURMHFW� RQ� WKH� 3XQLF� 6KLS� �IXQGHG� E\� WKH� +RQRU� )URVW� )RXQGDWLRQ�� &DVWDJQLQR� 	�
Calcagno, 2013). We had travelled to Sicily and Rome to review several archives, and 
to begin collecting videotaped testimonies from research project participants. During 
RXU�YLVLW� WR�0DUVDOD�� WKDQNV� WR� WKH�JHQHURVLW\�RI� WKH�$ODJQD�IDPLO\��ZH�ZHUH�DEOH� WR�
host a day-long reunion and seminar with former members of the excavation project 
at the Cantine Pellegrino, with the aim of sharing and collecting stories, memories, 
and mementoes of the Punic Ship Project. A few days later in London the Honor Frost 
Foundation kindly gave us access to a selection of materials related to the Punic Ship 
3URMHFW��DW�LWV�RࡺFHV�LQ�WKH�%ULWLVK�$FDGHP\�

Among all the boxes and binders that we perused, many with handmade labels 
decorated with Frost’s own distinctive sketches, there was one green box mysteriously 
ODEHOOHG�ȅ3+2(1,;Ȇ��,W�FRQWDLQHG�D�WKUHH�ULQJ�ELQGHU�RI�W\SHG�SDJHV��WKH�YHU\ࡼ�UVW�ZRUGV��
UHSURGXFHG� DW� WKH� EHJLQQLQJ� RI� WKLV� SDSHU�� LPPHGLDWHO\� UHYHDOHG�ZKDW� WKH� �QG�ZDVࡼ
about. It is hard to describe the thrill that we felt: a deep connection to Frost who was 
UHDFKLQJ�RXW�WR�D�EURDG�DXGLHQFH��$QG�LW�ZRXOG�VHHP�WKDW�ZH�ZHUH�DPRQJ�WKHࡼ�UVWbȁ�
FHUWDLQO\�LQ�D�ORQJ�WLPHbȁ�WR�UHDG�KHU�ZRUGV�

The 3+2(1,; box also contained several folders of research notes, text revisions, 
additional chapter outlines, lists and copies of illustrations, bibliographies, and 
correspondence with potential publishers. It was a collection of papers relating to a 
SXEOLVKLQJ� SURMHFW� WKDW� FOHDUO\� FRYHUHG� VHYHUDO� \HDUV� RI� )URVWȆV� OLIH�� ,Q�0D\� �����ZH�
ZHUH�RQFH�DJDLQ�JUDQWHG�DFFHVV�WR�WKH�)URVW�DUFKLYHV�WR�H[SDQG�RQ�RXUࡼ�UVW��EULHI�UHDG�
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through. By this time the collection had been professionally catalogued to archival 
VWDQGDUGVb ȁ� D� JUHDW� JLIW� WR� VFKRODUVKLS� IRU� IXWXUH� JHQHUDWLRQV�� DFFRPSOLVKHG� WKDQNV�
WR�WKH�YLVLRQ�DQG�JHQHURVLW\�RI�WKH�+RQRU�)URVW�)RXQGDWLRQbȁ�DQG�ZDV�EHLQJ�VWRUHG�DW�
the RESTORE warehouse facilities in Upper Heyford, Oxfordshire. Since June 2018, the 
Honor Frost Archive Collection is permanently stored at the University of Southampton 
6SHFLDO�&ROOHFWLRQV��+DUWOH\�/LEUDU\��+RQRU�)URVW�$UFKLYH�06������

The manuscript
7KH� ELQGHU� FRPSULVHG� WKH� �UVWࡼ VHYHQ� FKDSWHUV� RI� )URVWȆV� ERRN� LQ� ���� SDJHV�� 7KHVH�
FRYHUHG�WKH�SURMHFW�IURP�)URVWȆV�YHU\ࡼ�UVW�YLVLW�WR�ZHVWHUQ�6LFLO\�LQ�WKH�VXPPHU�RI�������
at the invitation of her friend and colleague Gerhard Kapitän, through to the end of 
WKH� WKLUG�DUFKDHRORJLFDOࡼ�HOGZRUN�VHDVRQ�� LQ�������7KH�FKDSWHUV�DSSHDU� WR�EH�DOPRVW�
completed drafts, with occasional handwritten corrections and amendments that at 
times become fairly dense. Apparently Frost stopped writing before she had tackled the 
ODVW�H[FDYDWLRQ�VHDVRQ��ZKLFK�WRRN�SODFH�LQ������

In this book draft, Frost provides context for ancient Lilybaeum’s place in the 
FHQWUDO�0HGLWHUUDQHDQ�ZRUOG��IURP�LWV�3KRHQLFLDQ�FRQQHFWLRQV�WR�LWV�HQYLURQPHQWDO�
surroundings, which directly impacted the nature and process of shipwreck 
discovery in the area. In addition to her account of the project’s evolution and the 
people who made vital contributions over the years, she also writes about the history 
of archaeology in the region, including the enduring English connections to western 
6LFLO\�� ERWK� LQ�DUFKDHRORJ\�DQG� LQ� WKH�ZLQH� LQGXVWU\��2QFH� VXUYH\ࡼ�QGV� UHFRYHUHG�
GXULQJࡼ�HOGZRUN�EHJLQ�WR�SRLQW�WR�D�SRVVLEOH�OLQN�WR�WKH�VHD�EDWWOHV�RI�WKH�3XQLF�:DUV��
which had taken place nearby, among the Egadi Islands, Frost provides a scholarly 
review of the evidence to date.

:KLOH�DQ\RQH�FDQ�UHDG�D�FKURQRORJ\�RI�HYHQWV�LQ�WKH�RࡺFLDO�Lilybaeum excavation 
report, published by the Accademia dei Lincei in the Notizie degli scavi di antichità series 
in 1981, the Phoenix manuscript goes into detail of how serendipitous Frost’s arrival in 
6LFLO\bȁ�OHW�DORQH�WKH�GLVFRYHU\�RI�WKH�IDPRXV�3XQLF�6KLSbȁ�DFWXDOO\�ZDV��6KH�KDG�LQLWLDOO\�
SODQQHG�WR�FRQGXFW�DQFKRU�UHVHDUFK�LQ�&UHWH�GXULQJ�WKH�VXPPHU�RI�������EXW�D�FKDQJH�
RI�SODQV�OHG�KHU�WR�DFFHSW�*HUKDUG�.DSLW¦QȆV�LQYLWDWLRQ�WR�YLVLW�0RWK\D�DQG�LWV�kothon, an 
DQFLHQW�DUWLࡼFLDO�EDVLQ�RI�HQLJPDWLF�IXQFWLRQ��:KLOH�VRPHZKDW�FXULRXV�DERXW�0RWK\D��
as she confesses, Frost had little interest in the western branch of the Phoenician 
seafarers: her heart belonged to the Levant. Frost recounts that it was during this visit to 
0DUVDOD�WKDW�WKH�GUHGJHU�FDSWDLQ�'LHJR�%RQLQL�DQG�(GRDUGR�/LSDUL��WKH�EDLOLಀ�DW�0RWK\D��
approached Kapitän and her with the news that ancient ship timbers had been found 
LQ�VKLIWLQJ�VDQGV�QHDU�0DUVDOD��$IWHU�UHFRJQL]LQJ�WKDW�WKHUH�ZHUH�WKH�UHPDLQV�RI�VHYHUDO�
vessels of interest, including a Roman ship carrying a cargo of tiles, Kapitän and Frost 
UHWXUQHG�ZLWK�SHUPLWV� LQ������ WR�FRQGXFW� WKHLUࡼ�UVW�XQGHUZDWHUࡼ�HOG�VXUYH\�� ,Q� IDFW��
WKDW�WLOH�FDUJR�ZDV�QHYHU�IRXQG�DJDLQbȁ�UH�KLGGHQ�EHQHDWK�WKH�VKDOORZ�VKLIWLQJ�VDQGV��RU�
perhaps falling prey to local thieves). They proceeded to conduct surveys of the area, 
coming across several artefacts that pointed to possible Punic connections, but little that 
VHHPHG�VXEVWDQWLDO��,W�ZDV�RQO\�WRZDUGV�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�VHFRQGࡼ�HOG�VHDVRQ��GXULQJ�D�OLQH�
VXUYH\�LQ�$XJXVW�������WKDW�WKH�WHDP�SKRWRJUDSKHU��'DYLG�6LQJPDVWHU��ZHQW�Rಀ�FRXUVH�
to retrieve a lost marker, and discovered the stern of the Punic Ship jutting up from the 



ৱ৵ৱ IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF HONOR FROST

VDQG\�ERWWRP��)LJVܳ������7KLV�LV�DOO�ZULWWHQ�XS�LQ�WKH�Lilybaeum�H[FDYDWLRQ�UHSRUWbȁ�EXW�LQ�
the Second Life of a Phoenix it is described much more picaresquely.

In fact, as part of our oral history project, we had the good fortune to track down 
David Singmaster to hear his own account of what that initial moment of discovery 
ZDV�OLNH��)LJVܳ������:H�ZHUH�WKHࡼ�UVW�DUFKDHRORJLVWV�WR�KDYH�FRQWDFWHG�KLP�VLQFH�������
he kindly agreed to an interview, which will soon become part of the Honor Frost 

)LJXUHܰ���+RQRU�)URVW�ZLWK�3XQLF�6KLS�3URMHFW�WHDP�PHPEHUV�LQFOXGLQJ�'DYLG�6LQJPDVWHU��ZLWK�EODFN�EHDUG��
�6XPPHU���������6RXUFH��+RQRU�)URVW�)RXQGDWLRQ��RULJLQDO�)URVW�DUFKLYH�VOLGH�FROOHFWLRQ��DFFHVVHG�������

)LJXUHܰ���2QH�RI�WKHࢅ�UVW�YLHZV�RI�WKH�3XQLF�VKLSZUHFN�MXWWLQJ�XS�IURP�WKH�VDQG\�VHDEHG��DV�IRXQG�LQ�
$XJXVW��������6RXUFH��+RQRU�)URVW�)RXQGDWLRQ��RULJLQDO�)URVW�DUFKLYH�VOLGH�FROOHFWLRQ��DFFHVVHG�������
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Foundation 6RXQGLQJV�3URMHFW collection of oral histories, maintained with her archive 
FROOHFWLRQ�DW�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�6RXWKDPSWRQ��&DOFDJQR�	�%OXH���������7RGD\�6LQJPDVWHU�
LV�D�UHWLUHG�PDWKHPDWLFV�SURIHVVRU��KH�LV�UHQRZQHG�LQ�PDWKV�SX]]OH�FLUFOHV�IRU�KDYLQJ�
SURYLGHG�WKHࡼ�UVW�FRUUHFW�PDWKHPDWLFDO�DQDO\VLV�RI�WKH�5XELNȆV�&XEH��DV�ZHOO�DV�RQH�RI�
WKHࡼ�UVW�SXEOLVKHG�VROXWLRQV�

Among Frost’s notes, in addition to the binder, we came across draft tables of contents, 
with detailed chapter summaries. These also include outlines for subsequent chapters 
WKDW�KLQW�DW�ZKDW�)URVW�PD\�KDYH� LQWHQGHG� WR� FRYHU�EH\RQG� WKHࡼ�UVW� VHYHQ�FKDSWHUV��
7RSLFV�QRW�\HW�ZULWWHQ�DERXW�LQFOXGH�WKH�ODVWࡼ�HOG�VHDVRQ�LQ�������DQG�WKH�GLVFRYHU\�RI�
WKH� ȅUDPȆ�RI� WKH� VR�FDOOHG� ȅVLVWHU� VKLSȆ�� WKH� VHYHUDO� \HDUV�RI� FRQVHUYDWLRQ� ODE�ZRUN�XS�
WKURXJK������� WKH� UHTXLVLWLRQ�RI� WKH�%DJOLR�$QVHOPL�EXLOGLQJ� IRU� D�PXVHXP� VSDFH� LQ�
������DQG�FRQFHUWHG�HಀRUWV�E\�WKH�ORFDO�0DUVDOHVL�WR�SUHYHQW�WKH�VKLSȆV�UHPDLQV�IURP�
being removed from their city. By that time, as Frost writes in cursory notes intended for 
future chapters, the ship had become a totem, likened by locals to ‘the Saviour’s cross’.

Also, by that time Pietro Alagna had been awarded the Order of the British Empire by 
4XHHQ�(OL]DEHWKܳ,,��WKDQNV�WR�)URVWȆV�VWURQJ�HQGRUVHPHQW���LQ�UHFRJQLWLRQ�RI�KLV�GHFDGHV�
of crucial support of the British research project in Sicily. And, around that same time, 
)URVW�KDG�EHHQ�HOHFWHG�+RQRUDU\�&LWL]HQ�RI�0DUVDOD��IRU�KHU�WLUHOHVV�HಀRUWV�WR�YDORUL]H�
the city’s ancient heritage and protect it in place. In each case, a foreigner was honoured 
for making a unique contribution to national cultural heritage in the arts and sciences.

)LJXUHܰ���'DYLG�6LQJPDVWHU�SKRWRJUDSKLQJ�WKH�UHFRYHUHG�DUWHIDFWV�DW�WKH�FDPSVLWH�GXULQJ�WKH������
DUFKDHRORJLFDOࢅ�HOG�VHDVRQ��)URP�D�ELQGHU�RI�SURMHFW�VQDSVKRWV���6RXUFH��+RQRU�)URVW�)RXQGDWLRQ��
RULJLQDO�)URVW�DUFKLYH��DFFHVVHG�������
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The text of the Second Phoenix
$Q\RQH�ZKR�KDV�KDG�WKH�SOHDVXUH�RI�UHDGLQJ�)URVWȆV������ERRN�Under the Mediterranean 
will be familiar with her style, wit, and erudition. Her manuscript of The Second Life 
of a Phoenix is written in the same vein, clearly intended for a broad and interested 

)LJXUHܰ���D��6NHWFK�SODQ�RI�WKH�VR�FDOOHG�ȅ6LQJPDVWHU�VLWHȆ�DV�IRXQG�RQ���$XJXVW�������E��PRUH�GHWDLOHG�SODQ�RI�WKH�VLWH�E\�
SURMHFW�GUDXJKWVPDQ�5RJHU�7DOOHQWLUH���6RXUFH��+DUWOH\�/LEUDU\��8QLYHUVLW\�RI�6RXWKDPSWRQ�06�����>+)$����������@���

a.

b.
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audience. Each chapter is headed with an apposite epigraph, ranging from Cicero to T.S. 
Eliot, and from Polybius to Alphonse Daudet, which sets the stage for what the chapter 
ZLOO� FRYHU�� 7KH�ZULWLQJ� LV� ERWK� VFKRODUO\b ȁ� FLWLQJ� VRXUFHV� LQ� IRRWQRWHV� IRU�ZKRPHYHU�
PLJKW�ZLVK�WR�IROORZ�D�OHDGbȁ�DQG�SHUVRQDO��DV�)URVW�VKDUHV�WKH�WUDMHFWRU\�RI�KHU�RZQ�
learning curve, as a newcomer to Sicily and as an archaeological director adapting and 
LQQRYDWLQJ� �HOGZRUNࡼ WHFKQLTXHV�ZLWK� WKH� OLPLWHG� UHVRXUFHV� DYDLODEOH� LQ� FKDOOHQJLQJ�
FLUFXPVWDQFHV� �)LJ�ܳ���� ,Q� D� PRUH� SUDJPDWLF� YHLQ�� VKH� VKDUHV� WKH� SHUSHWXDO� VWUXJJOH�
to raise funds, and acknowledges that the often-ad hoc procedures used gave her the 
freedom and independence so necessary in pioneering ventures.

The following story is an amusing and illuminating example of the practical 
struggles Frost and her team had to contend with. Frost writes about how she needed 
WR�HQVXUH�WKDWࡼ�HOGZRUN�SKRWRJUDSKV�RI� WKH�GD\ȆV�ZRUN�EH�SURFHVVHG� LPPHGLDWHO\�� WR�
PDNH�VXUH�SURSHU�UHFRUGV�H[LVWHG�EHIRUHࡼ�QGV�ZHUH�UDLVHG�IURP�WKH�VHDEHG��KHUH��VKH�
describes how Edoardo Lipari, who had become the local point-man for the foreign 
team, managed to provide essential and creative assistance.

Lipari had brought us a huge generator that had once lit all of Favignana, the largest 
RI� WKH�(JDGL� ,VODQGV� >D� IHZ�Q�P��1:�RI�0DUVDOD@�� 7KLV�ZDV�DQRWKHU� ȅEHVWLDȆ� >EHDVW@�
of truculent disposition which, when coaxed into action nearly beggared us by its 
gargantuan appetite for expensive oil. Exhausted by that struggle, we got ourselves 
wired to the generator of the hospitable campsite nearby, switching on for a few 
hours per day to power the machines and by night living by candle light. (Honor Frost, 
Phoenix PV��S�����

)LJXUHܰ���3URMHFW�KDQG\PDQ�DQG�VHDPDQ�6WHIDQR�3DVVDODFTXD�RI�0DUVDOD�PDQV�WKH�GLYH�ERDW��EHKLQG�KLP�
LV�DQ�H[SHULPHQWDO�LQVWUXPHQW�IRU�XQGHUZDWHU�SURࢅOLQJ�GHVLJQHG�E\�+RQRU�)URVW����6RXUFH��+RQRU�)URVW�
)RXQGDWLRQ��RULJLQDO�)URVW�DUFKLYH�VOLGH�FROOHFWLRQ��DFFHVVHG�������
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Frost also provides insights into her intellectual philosophies and priorities, citing on 
the second page of her manuscript the dictum she attributes to her mentor Kathleen 
Kenyon, that ‘excavation without publication is destruction’. With all that she was 
challenged by the Academy for her eclectic and non-traditional education in archaeology, 
)URVWȆV�DFWLRQV�SURYHG�WKDW�KHU�VFLHQWLࡼF�VWDQGDUGV�ZHUH�ZHOO�DERYH�WKRVH�RI�D�VLJQLࡼFDQW�
number of academically trained archaeologists who even today neglect to publish what 
they destroy in the process of excavation.

As a scholar Frost maintained the highest academic standards: regular season reports 
RQ�WKH�0DUVDOD�ZRUN�ZHUH�SXEOLVKHG�LQ�YDULRXV�DFDGHPLF�MRXUQDOV�LQ�ERWK�(QJOLVK�DQG�
,WDOLDQ��VWDUWLQJ�ZLWK�KHUࡼ�UVW�VHDVRQ�UHSRUW�LQ�WKH�LQDXJXUDO�LVVXH�RI�WKH�International 
Journal of Nautical Archaeology �)URVW������bD���DQG�LQ�WKH�Notizie degli scavi di antichità 
(Frost, 1972 b). She also made sure that project news was made available through the 
popular press and regular lectures in both languages, over the years. Her ‘Final Report’, 
VXEPLWWHG�LQ������DQG�SXEOLVKHG�LQ�WKH�Accademia dei Lincei in 1981, remains a standard 
LQ�WKHࡼ�HOG��)URVW�HWܰDO�, 1981).

Frost was particularly keen to ensure that her team’s work and progress was shared 
GLUHFWO\�ZLWK� WKH� ORFDO�SRSXODWLRQ�RI�0DUVDOD��7KH�SXEOLF�H[KLELWLRQ�VKH�VHW�XS� LQ� WKH�
ORFDO�PLGGOH�VFKRRO��6FXROD�9LQFHQ]R�3LSLWRQH��ZKLFK�VKH�GXEEHG� WKH� ȅ0LQL�0XVHXPȆ��
featured project photographs and the 1:1 plaster casts of the ship timbers that Pietro 
$ODJQD�KDG�PDGH�SRVVLEOH�E\�SURYLGLQJ�ERWK�WHFKQLFDO�H[SHUWLVH�DQG�IXQGLQJ��)LJ�ܳ����

)LJXUHܰ���+RQRU�)URVW�ZLWK�ORFDO�GLJQLWDULHV��LQFOXGLQJ�3LHWUR�$ODJQD�WR�KHU�ULJKW��DW�WKH�3XQLF�6KLS�
([KLELWLRQ�GLVSOD\HG�DW�WKH�ORFDO�PLGGOH�VFKRRO�6FXROD�9LQFHQ]R�3LSLWRQH�LQ�0DUVDOD��LQ�������7KH�ȅPLQL�
PXVHXPȆ�H[KLELWLRQ�IHDWXUHG�����SODVWHU�FDVWV�RI�WKH�VKLS�WLPEHUV�DQG�SKRWRJUDSKV�RI�WKH�H[FDYDWLRQ�
VHDVRQV���)URP�D�SKRWRJUDSK�LQ�D�ELQGHU�RI�SURMHFW�VQDSVKRWV��6RXUFH��+DUWOH\�/LEUDU\��8QLYHUVLW\�RI�
6RXWKDPSWRQ�06�����>+)$�������������@��
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These events took place in the mid 1970s, and certainly represented a novelty in that 
region at the time by committing to public engagement.

7KLV�OHDGV�XV�WR�FRQVLGHU�DQRWKHU�YHU\�LPSRUWDQWࡼ�QG�DPRQJ�WKH�DUFKLYH�SDSHUV��D�
FRS\�RI�WKHࡼ�UVW�FKDSWHU�RI�WKH�Phoenix manuscript translated into Italian by a Sicilian 
friend. This discovery makes it quite clear that Frost herself intended to make her book 
available to her Sicilian and other Italian friends and colleagues as well as to the English-
speaking community. Over the 30-plus years that she visited Sicily on one mission or 
DQRWKHU��VKH�ZDV�RIWHQ�KRVWHG�DW�WKH�KRPHV�RI�KHU�IRUPHU�VWDಀ�PHPEHUV�DQG�ODERXUHUVbȁ�
from shipwrights to boat captains, from local mechanics to doctors and photographers. 
,W� LV� LQWULJXLQJ� WR� HQYLVLRQ� )URVW� QDYLJDWLQJ� VXFK� D� GLಀHUHQW� VRFLDO� HQYLURQPHQW� LQ�
WKDW�HUD�DQG�UHJLRQbȁ�EXW�WKLV�ZDV�RQH�RI�KHU�SDUWLFXODU�VNLOOVbȁ�WR�PRYH�XQIHWWHUHG�E\�
ODQJXDJH�RU�WUDGLWLRQDO�FXOWXUDO�ERXQGDULHV�DQGࡼ�QG�ZD\V�WR�FRPPXQLFDWH�ZLWK�SHRSOH�

The chronology of the Phoenix book project
0XFK�OLNH�WKH�P\WKLFDO�ELUG�WKDW�)URVW�FKRVH�WR�V\PEROL]H�WKH�HQWLUH�SURMHFW��)LJ�ܳ����WKH�
history of her Phoenix�PDQXVFULSW� UHࡽHFWV� WKH� YLFLVVLWXGHV� RI� WKH� DQFLHQW� VKLS� LWVHOI��
It soon became clear, as we sifted through her notes and outlines, that we needed to 
determine, if possible, how Frost’s intentions for the book may have shifted over time.

From our initial study of the manuscript and its related papers it appears that there 
are two main chronological phases of Frost’s Phoenix� ERRN� SURMHFW�� 7KH� �UVWࡼ SKDVH��
OLNHO\� EHJXQ� LQ� WKH� HDUO\� ����V�� FRPSULVHV� WKH� �UVWࡼ VHYHQ� FKDSWHUV� DQG� FRYHUV� WKH�
project events up to and including 1973. It seems that Frost abandoned her book project, 
DIWHU�HVVHQWLDOO\�FRPSOHWLQJ�WKRVH�FKDSWHUV��LQ�����bȁ�D�GDWH�ZKLFK�FRLQFLGHV�ZLWK�KHU�
resignation as director of the project through the British School at Rome. She appears 
to have resurrected the book roughly a decade later, at a time when there was renewed 
LQWHUHVW�DQG�LQGLFDWLRQV�RIࡼ�QDQFLDO�FRPPLWPHQW�IRU�WKH�FDUH�RI�WKH�DQFLHQW�YHVVHO��%XW�
then it seems she abandoned the book 
a second time, very shortly afterwards. 
Further careful study is required to 
properly determine the chronology of 
the book project, as is planned for a 
later phase of this research project.

,Q� DGGLWLRQ� WR� WKH� GLࡺFXOWLHV� RI�
managing a complex archaeological 
project in a region with relatively 
modest amenities at the time, Frost 
had to contend with an increasingly 
intractable combination of local 

)LJXUHܰ���6NHWFK�E\�+RQRU�)URVW�RI�D�SKRHQL[�
rising from the waves, intended as a possible 
cover illustration for her book The Second 
Life of a Phoenix. Portrait of a Punic Ship 
Resurrected in a Sicilian Town���6RXUFH��
Hartley Library, University of Southampton 
06�����>+)$�������������@��
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and national bureaucratic hurdles, over the course of several decades. But the later 
WUDYDLOV�RI�WKLV�XQLTXH�DQFLHQW�DUWHIDFW�DUH�SXEOLFbȁ�ZH�RQO\�KDYH�WR�UHDG�/XFLHQ�%DVFKȆV�
factual and eloquent article titled ‘The Punic Ship: an obituary’ published in the IJNA 
(Basch, 1997) to understand the impassioned stance of the international community. 
Contemporary local and national newspapers document over the years the extent to 
ZKLFK�WKH�SHRSOH�RI�0DUVDOD�IRXJKW�WR�SURWHFW�ZKDW�KDG�EHFRPH�IRU�WKHP�DQ�HYRFDWLYH�
and precious artefact.

Conclusion
Frost intended to share her experience of discovering a unique Punic vessel beyond the 
academic realm. The Second Life of a Phoenix. Portrait of a Punic Ship Resurrected in a 
Sicilian Town was only her second archaeology book intended for an educated, popular 
audience, after Under the Mediterranean�ZDV�SXEOLVKHG�LQ�������2XU�GLVFRYHU\�RI�WKH�
unpublished manuscript in 2013 was both a shock and a marvellous revelation. We have 
WULHG�WR�GHWHUPLQH�ZKR��LI�DQ\RQH��NQHZ�DERXW�LWV�H[LVWHQFH��LW�KDV�EHHQ�XQQHUYLQJ�WKDW�
QR�RQH�VHHPV�WR�UHFDOO�FRQYHUVDWLRQV�RU�UHIHUHQFHV�WR�WKH�PDQXVFULSW�RYHU�WKH�\HDUVbȁ�
neither Frost’s former colleagues, nor her friends. The discretion, not to say secrecy, 
in itself becomes part of the broader narrative. Clearly Frost had been in touch with 
SXEOLVKHUV�LQ�/RQGRQ�DV�VKH�SUHSDUHG�WKHࡼ�UVW�LWHUDWLRQ�RI�KHU�ERRN�LQ�WKH�����V��VHQGLQJ�
GUDIW�RXWOLQHV�DQG�KDYLQJ�WKHࡼ�UVW�FKDSWHU�WUDQVODWHG�LQWR�,WDOLDQ�IRU�IXWXUH�SXEOLFDWLRQ��
Her second attempt to make progress with her book in the late 1990s remained at the 
level of notes, and there does not seem to be evidence that these notes were shared.

)LJXUHܰ���+RQRU�)URVW�LQ�WKH�ODERUDWRU\�EXLOGLQJ�GXULQJ�WKH������FRQVHUYDWLRQ�VHDVRQ��ZLWK�-RKQ�:RRG�
DQG�DQRWKHU�XQLGHQWLࢅHG�SURMHFW�YROXQWHHU���6RXUFH��+RQRU�)URVW�)RXQGDWLRQ��RULJLQDO�)URVW�DUFKLYH�VOLGH�
FROOHFWLRQ��DFFHVVHG�������
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Why does it matter to relate the community stories and individual contributions 
to an archaeological project like the Punic Ship Project, as Frost intended to do in her 
ERRN"�,W�PDWWHUV�EHFDXVH�GLVFRYHULHV�DQG�LQQRYDWLRQV�LQ�RXUࡼ�HOG�DUH�FORVHO\�LQWHUWZLQHG�
ZLWK�FXOWXUDO��HFRQRPLF��DQG�HYHQ�SROLWLFDO�LQࡽXHQFHV��RIWHQ�DW�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�OHYHO��$V�
explorers of the past we aim to reach an understanding of how people lived and worked, 
DQG�SHUKDSV�KRZ�WKH\�WKRXJKW��DQG�ZH�GR�ZHOO�WR�DFNQRZOHGJH�KRZ�RXU�FRQWHPSRUDU\�
perspectives and personal experiences, even during the processes of discovery and 
UHFRUGLQJ�� FDQ�DಀHFW�RXU� LQWHUSUHWDWLRQV�DV�ZHOO�� 7KH� WUXH�PDWXULW\�RI� D�GLVFLSOLQH� LV�
revealed by the existence of a critical historiography about its origins and evolution. 
0DULWLPH�DUFKDHRORJ\�FDQ�VXUHO\�EHQHࡼW�IURP�IXUWKHU�VHOI�UHࡽHFWLRQ�LQ�WKLV�UHDOP�

7KH�VWRU\�RI�WKH�3XQLF�6KLS�RI�0DUVDOD�LV�GHHSO\bȁ�LQ�IDFW��YLVFHUDOO\bȁ�FRQQHFWHG�WR�
WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�PDULWLPH�DUFKDHRORJ\�LQ�WKH�0HGLWHUUDQHDQ�UHJLRQ��&RQVLGHU�WKDW�
WKH�3(*�ZD[�XVHG�WR�FRQVHUYH� WKH�0DUVDOD�VKLS� WLPEHUV�ZDV� WKH�YHU\�VDPH�3(*�WKDW�
KDG�SUHYLRXVO\�EHHQ�XVHG�WR�FRQVHUYH�WKH�.\UHQLD�VKLS�LQ�&\SUXV��.DW]HY���������������
)URVW�KDG�DSSHDOHG� WR� WKH� VKLSȆV�H[FDYDWRU�0LFKDHO�.DW]HY��RI� WKH�$PHULFDQ� ,QVWLWXWH�
RI�1DXWLFDO�$UFKDHRORJ\��$,1$���IRU�DGYLFH�RQ�KRZ�WR�WUHDW�DQG�FRQVHUYH�ZDWHUORJJHG�
VKLS�WLPEHUV��)LJV�������EDVHG�RQ�KLV�WHDPȆV�H[SHULPHQWDO�HಀRUWV��.DW]HY�FROOHFWHG�WKH�
leftover PEG supply that had been used in the Kyrenia timbers and sent it on to Sicily to 
be recycled in the timbers of the Punic longship. When the conservation treatment was 
completed, Frost sent what remained of that PEG, and related conservation equipment, 
E\� WUXFN� IURP� 6LFLO\� WR� %RGUXP� LQ� 7XUNH\� WR� WKH� $,1$� FRQVHUYDWLRQ� ODE� WKHUH��:KR�
NQRZV�ZKDW�RWKHU�DQFLHQW�0HGLWHUUDQHDQ�YHVVHOV�VXEVHTXHQWO\�H[FDYDWHG�E\�$,1$�KDYH�
been so intimately connected, on a cellular level, with the wax that helped preserve the 
.\UHQLD�DQG�0DUVDOD�VKLSV"

Ever the erudite writer, Frost 
TXRWHV� 9ROWDLUHȆV� GHࡼQLWLRQ� RI�
history as ‘a myth that is generally 
accepted’ and asserts that indeed 
‘it rings very true in this antique 
land [of Sicily]’ (Phoenix ms., p. 8). 
Let us see if the mythical phoenix 
of ancient Lilybaeum can be made 
to rise once again.

)LJXUHܰ���+RQRU�)URVW�GLVFXVVHV�WKH�
conservation treatment of the Punic 
Ship timbers, during which she 
employed recycled PEG previously 
used in the Kyrenia Ship timbers 
conservation process conducted by 
0LFKDHO�.DW]HY���)HE�������������3KRWR�
0��.DW]HY���6RXUFH��+RQRU�)URVW�
Foundation, original Frost archive slide 
FROOHFWLRQ��DFFHVVHG�������
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Postscript: In Honor’s Footsteps
+RZ�GLG�LW�KDSSHQ�WKDW�ZH�WUDFHG�+RQRUȆV�IRRWVWHSV�EDFN�WR�WKH�WRZQ�RI�0DUVDOD�DQG�
WKH�3XQLF�6KLS�3URMHFW� LQ� WKHࡼ�UVW�SODFH"�%RWK�PDULWLPH�DUFKDHRORJLVWV�ZLWK�UHVHDUFK�
LQWHUHVWV� IRFXVHG� RQ� WKH� FHQWUDO� 0HGLWHUUDQHDQ� UHJLRQ�� ZH� KDG� HQFRXQWHUHG� +RQRU�
individually many years ago. We came to be engaged in the historiography of the Punic 
6KLS�3URMHFW� IURP�GLಀHUHQW�SHUVSHFWLYHV��DQG� IHHO�SULYLOHJHG� WR�RಀHU�FRQWULEXWLRQV� WR�
Honor’s legacy.

Claire writes:
As an aspiring archaeologist and experienced diver, I had visited the Punic Ship museum 
LQ�0DUVDOD��QRW�IDU�IURP�P\�IDPLO\ȆV�VXPPHU�UHVLGHQFH�RQ�WKH�LVODQG�RI�)DYLJQDQD�LQ�
WKH� ODWH�����V��DOWKRXJK� LW�ZDV�KLGGHQ�E\�D�SURWHFWLYH� WHQW� LQVLGH� WKH�%DJOLR�$QVHOPL�
at the time, the vessel’s story intrigued me. I also came across Honor’s book Under the 
Mediterranean. So I wrote to Honor in the summer of 1988, enquiring if she might be 
DEOH�WR�RಀHU�DGYLFH�RQ�KRZ�WR�JR�DERXW�HQWHULQJ�WKHࡼ�HOG�RI�PDULWLPH�DUFKDHRORJ\��,�ZDV�
thrilled when Honor responded immediately with a long, handwritten letter in which 
VKH� HQFRXUDJHG� PH� DERYH� DOO� WR� EXLOG� XS� DUFKDHRORJLFDO� �HOGZRUNࡼ H[SHULHQFH�� DQG�
pointed to useful literature. I eventually embarked on postgraduate studies in the UK 
DQG�WKH�86��ZH�H[FKDQJHG�RFFDVLRQDO�FRUUHVSRQGHQFH�RYHU�WKH�\HDUV�WKDW�IROORZHG��DQG�
crossed paths at conferences. I will always remember with gratitude the generosity with 
which Honor shared her time and thoughts with me when I was a wide-eyed novice. And, 
in recent years, having become very familiar with Honor’s work-life and community of 
colleagues and friends, through her own writings and others’ testimonies, I am also 
grateful today for the opportunity to participate in the Honor Frost Foundation’s mission 
WR�PDNH�KHU�PXOWLIDFHWHG�DFKLHYHPHQWVbȁ�LQ�DUFKDHRORJ\��DV�ZHOO�DV�LQ�DUW�DQG�GDQFHbȁ�
accessible, to inspire many others as well.

Elena Flavia writes:
,�IHHO�SULYLOHJHG�WR�KDYHࡼ�UVW�PHW�+RQRU�LQ�WKH�VXPPHU�RI������ZKLOH�GLYLQJ�Rಀ�WKH�WLQ\�
Sicilian island of Ustica, and since then to have had the privilege of sharing a friendship 
ZLWK�KHU�RYHU�PDQ\�\HDUV��$QGࡼ�QDOO\�� WR�GLVFRYHU��DORQJ�ZLWK�&ODLUH�� WKH�KDQG�W\SHG�
Phoenix manuscript written by such an extraordinary woman: Honor remained forever 
Dࡼ�UP�PHQWRU�IRU�PH��D�UHIHUHQFH�SRLQW�ERWK�SURIHVVLRQDOO\�DQG�VRFLDOO\��:KHQ�,�ZDV�
a PhD student at Bristol University in the UK, I often used to consult her outstanding 
OLEUDU\�DW�KHU�HOHJDQW�*HRUJLDQ�KRXVH�RQ�:HOEHFN�6WUHHW�LQ�0DU\OHERQH��/RQGRQ��6KH�
was always very welcoming, motivating, and encouraging. When knocking at the door 
using her distinctive 17th-century dolphin-shaped bronze knocker, one immediately 
VHQVHG�WKDW�+RQRUȆV�KRPH�ZDV�JRLQJ�WR�EH�XQLTXH��)LJ�ܳ�����$UFKDHRORJLFDO�FRQYHUVDWLRQV�
and fabulous parties were a frequent highlight of being invited to Honor’s home, where 
close friends would gather in one of the grand bow-windowed rooms, or in the gorgeous 
OLEUDU\� �OOHGࡼ ZLWK� PHPRULHV� DQG� UHFRUGV� ZKLFK� GUHZ� WRJHWKHU� ERRNV�� SKRWRV�� DQG�
GUDZLQJV�IURP�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�VLWHV�DOO�DURXQG�WKH�0HGLWHUUDQHDQ�6HD�

Honor taught me about hard work and self-respect, about persistence, and about 
how to be independent. She was a great role model of strength and character. We’ve 
ODXJKHG�WRJHWKHU��KHU�KXPRXU�DQG�IULHQGO\�LURQ\�DOORZHG�PH�WR�ODXJK��DQG�OLJKWHQHG�
my perspective, forever. Indeed, the discovery of the mysterious green box labelled 
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ȅ3+2(1,;Ȇ�ZDV�OLNH�D�OLWWOH�JHP�IRU�PH��DQ�H[FHSWLRQDO�JLIW�OHIW�EHKLQG�E\�+RQRU��D�VHFUHW�
treasure recounting little-known facets of the history behind the scenes of the Punic 
Ship Project. We had the serendipitous good fortune to uncover this treasure, and feel 
a deep commitment, with the support of the Foundation, to facilitating Honor’s wishes 
in sharing her Sicilian story with a wide audience. For all of this, I cannot thank Honor 
enough. I am forever grateful. Thank you Honor!
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)LJXUHܰ����7KH�EUDVV�GROSKLQ�GRRU�NQRFNHU�DW����
:HOEHFN�6WUHHW��+RQRU�)URVWȆV�KRPH�LQ�/RQGRQ��
�3KRWR�(�)��&DVWDJQLQR�%HUOLQJKLHUL��
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